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Crittenden County High School

Honor Graduates
Michael Adams, Corey Berry, Brody Bruns,

Emily Bruns, Rain Carroll, Elliott Day, Ragon
Dossett, Wes Evers, Amelia Gilley, Dominique
LaPlante, Jenna Lynn, Korey Mayes, Dahlia

McDaniel, Matthew O’Dell, Jenna Odom, Tina
Reynolds, Emily Shewcraft, Stacia Snow,

Jacob Tabor, Matthew Thurby, Jessica Tinsley,
Madison Travis. 

Commonwealth Diploma
Jenna Lynn

College Prep Diploma
Brody Bruns, Corey Bruns, Emily Bruns,

William Hayes, Dominique LaPlante, Jeremiah
Markham, Matt O’Dell, Emily Owen, Emily
Shewcraft, Stacia Snow, Jessica Tinsley, 

Madison Travis. 

Salutatorian
Dominique LaPlante

Valedictorians
Matt O’Dell, Madison Travis, Emily Shewcraft,

Brody Bruns, Jenna Lynn

Valedictorian
In Crittenden County,

students who maintain
the highest grade-point
average, or GPA, in their
graduating class are hon-
ored as valedictorians. In
the case of this year’s five
valedictorians, all had a
perfect 4.0 GPA by earn-
ing nothing but As
throughout their entire
four years in high school.

Salutatorian
Salutatorians in Critten-

den County are honored
for having achieved the
ranking of second-highest
GPA.

Commonwealth
Diploma

State qualifications for
a Commonwealth
Diploma require that a
student take Advanced
Placement courses (one
English, one science or

math, one foreign lan-
guage and one elective)
and sit for the Advanced
Placement exam in at
least three of the four
areas.

College Prep Diploma
A district honor only,

College Prep Diplomas
are just below the state
standard, requiring stu-
dents to have taken ad-
vanced English their
junior year, Advance
Placement senior Eng-
lish, four sciences, two
foreign languages and a
computer technology
class.

Honor Graduate
Any senior who has

earned a 3.5 GPA or
higher during their high
school career is consid-
ered an honor graduate.

Graduates
with honors

The Crittenden Press
May 24, 2012

The class of 2012 celebrates the announcement of its graduation with silly string, throwing their hats and several cheers while school officials look on. 

2012 graduate Nikki Conger takes time out from celebrating to take a picture with her entire family attending graduation. 

At left, Dustin Hernandez gets a congratulatory hug
from Jeremy Wheeler. Above, Charlie Young poses
with his niece and nephew for a picture after gradua-
tion. 

Class



Metro

It's nearly impossible to at-
tend a graduation ceremony
and not hear the proces-
sional, "Pomp and Circum-
stance." the march has
become a graduation staple,
but the tune was actually
written for a different pur-
pose. Sir edward elgar is the
composer behind "Pomp and
Circumstance," which was
named after a line from
William Shakespeare's "oth-
ello." Sir edward composed
the song in 1901, and the
march was intended for the
coronation of King edward
VII. When elgar received an
honorary doctorate from Yale
University in 1905, the march
was played in his honor as a
recessional. once Yale used
the march, other universities

began to play the march as
well. eventually it became the
trendy thing to do and "Pomp
and Circumstance" became
forever ingrained in gradua-
tion custom. today it is hard
to imagine a commencement
ceremony without the famed
processional and the requisite
cap, tassel and gown.

GSALuTATOry SPeech

G
ood evening everyone.
Today is Class Night. I
can't believe how fast

this year has gone by. Seems
like only yesterday Aug. 11
swooped in, announcing the
beginning of senior year. Today
we are one step closer to being
"done," to being only known as
the CCHS Class of 2012, to
being Crittenden County High
School alumni.

When I sat down to write
the salutatorian address, a sin-
gle thought kept running
through my head. "I am
from...." As the senior class re-
members, but some others
may not, the first few weeks
of sophomore year were spent
writing poems about our-
selves, more ideally where
we're from. Not in the sense of
what road you live on or what
city you reside, but what
makes us, us. What people or
places or memories have made
you who you are. Prior to se-
nior year, I would have gladly
told you that the moment I
was handed my fake diploma I
would be out of Marion so fast
you would be able to smell the
burning rubber off my tires for
miles. Prior to my senior year I
hadn't realized the significance
of what graduation really
means. Graduation will be the
last day the Class of 2012 will
be a whole. Graduation will be
the last time we will all be to-
gether under the same roof as
the 2012 senior class.

This got me to thinking
about where "I am from."
About the knowledge we've all
gained, the friendships we've
all made, and the connections
our class has to each other. As
a group we have probably the
most sought after characteris-
tics of success: toughness and
resilience. And I have no
doubts about our class being
tough ...and hard-
headed...and loud. But that's
okay! None of those traits are
bad when it comes to the tools
you need to make it in the real
world. Life is a grindstone.
Whether it grinds you down or
polishes you up depends on
what you're made of. The class
of 2012 is a group that has al-
ways had the ability to lock
onto a problem and pursue it
through to the end. That's
what's got us all here to Class
Night this evening. The tough-
ness and resilience to see the
finish line and push ourselves
every day to walk across that
stage Friday night. This
evening is about us, the grad-
uating class of 2012, but I
think some credit has to be
given to the school board, fac-
ulty and staff of Crittenden
County High School, and spe-
cial tribute to the parents of
our class whose love and sacri-
fices have helped to make this
moment possible.

When I asked my mom for
help in writing this speech she
said, "Dominique, don't try to
be witty or charming, just be
yourself."

When I asked my sister, Elle,
for help she simply replied,
"Please don't embarrass me."

When I asked my dad for
help in writing this speech, he
was more than willing to share
a story. But, the story wasn't
about him or even someone
he knew, just someone he
knew of and believed his story
would inspire our class. He
was right. The story was of a
man who failed. A man, who
at 22, started a business, and
the business failed. A man
who at 23 ran for legislature
and was defeated. A man who
at 24 started another business
and the business failed. At 26,
lost the love of his life, and at
27 had a nervous breakdown.
At 34 was defeated for Con-
gress, At 46 was defeated for
Senate. At 47 was defeated for
vice-president. And at 51 was
elected President of the United
States. This man was Abraham
Lincoln, arguably the greatest
President this country has ever
had. Throughout his life he
suffered many more defeats
than victories, but because he
never gave up, he won the
highest office in the land.

I think there is a lot to say
of perseverance in a group this
size, from a town this small.
"Don't let the fear of striking
out keep you from playing the
game." As I look out over our
graduating class it's very easy
to see the many different tal-
ents among you. Graduates
from Crittenden County High

School have included artists,
business personnel, carpen-
ters, doctors, engineers, elec-
tricians, farmers, lawyers,
mechanics, military personnel,
musicians, nurses, plumbers,
politicians, religious leaders,
scientists and teachers. This
small community produces
many young people with a
strong work ethic and we ex-
pect nothing less from the
class of 2012.

So where are we from?
What's made us, us? The plan-
ning is just beginning and our
interest should be in our fu-
ture, because that is where we
will all spend the rest of our
lives. Consider the obstacles,
problems and adjustments you
may encounter and how you
will handle them, yet do not
be afraid of what tomorrow
has to offer. It has been said
in salutatorian and valedicto-
rian speeches throughout the
world, but it is believed to be a
universal truth: YOLO. You
only live once. Our time is now
and the person is you. 

So, Class of 2012 where are
we from? We're from Critten-
den County High School,
where Mrs. Harris is the all
knowing "voice from above."
We're from blue lunch trays,
and roll day every Thursday.
We're from football on Friday
nights, and the senior class
winning the spirit stick at
every pep rally. But most im-
portantly, we're from Marion,
Kentucky, where one person
can truly make an impact in
the life of another. 

In closing, I'd like to say
this: To the class of 2012, I
love you all. We have made
great memories and I hope
that each of you succeed in
whatever you decide to do.
Today we are one step closer
to the end, one step closer to
all new beginnings. And I am
proud to say that I am from
here. Thank you.
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VALeDicTOry SPeech

G
ood evening, Class of
2012. Thank you, fam-
ily members, friends

and visitors, for all coming out
tonight. It is such an honor to
be standing here speaking in
front of all of you. After four
years, it is still hard to believe
that graduation is upon us.

A couple of weeks ago,
when I began thinking about
what I would say in my
speech, I honestly had no clue.
After much thought, it came to
me! I knew exactly what I
wanted in my speech. Al-
though, when Ms. Stefanie
Hardin told me that "ditto"
wasn't sufficient, it was back to
the drawing board. So, I
started over. If I didn't retain
anything else from the last four
years of high school, I would
remember that Google can find
anything. I came across this
quote. "The horizon leans for-
ward, offering you space to
place new steps of change."-
Maya Angelou. 

After tonight, we are no
longer seniors, no longer stu-
dents of CCHS. Tomorrow be-
gins a new stage in our lives.
It is almost like a completely
clean slate. It is up to us what
we do with that clean slate.
Some of you all will have the
chance to start over if maybe
you've made some mistakes.
Some of you will have the op-
portunity to grow and achieve
even more. It's not going to be
all the same for each and
every one of us. As Maya An-
gelou put it, "the horizon leans
forward," so do with it what
you will. There is so much
more out there waiting for
each and every one of us. All
we have to do is go out and
reach for it, each in our own
ways. I am not going to let
high school define me, and

neither should you all. Each of
us should remember that
through this time of transition.

Overall, the last four years
have been pretty amazing. My
amazing friends, amazing fam-
ily, and some of the amazing
staff in this school system have
made it just that.: amazing; al-
though, this does not mark the
end. It is just an end to the
first chapter of our lives. And
now, a new chapter begins. As
soon as we toss those hats in
the air, we will no longer be
high school students; we will
be graduates. We might not
realize it at first and it just
might take a little while to set
in, but this is it; it's happening
right now. Speaking for myself,
I didn't think that this time
would ever come. I have been
on countdown all year. But
now that I am standing here
doing this, it is becoming real
to me. Looking back at the life-
long friendships that I have
made, the people I have met,
the memories that I will never
forget, and the accomplish-
ments that I have achieved, I
think I might just miss it a little
bit. And I know that I am not
the only one thinking this.

With that, I am going to cut
it short, so we can get on with
the rest of the speeches. I
know we are all anxious. But I
would just quickly like to thank
a few important people in my
life: my amazing parents for
being so supportive of every-
thing I've done, my gorgeous
younger sister, who I hope I
have been a good role model
for, my loving grandparents,
who I care for so much, and
my best friends, who have
been there for me every step
of the way. I love you all.

So with that said, let's place
those new steps of change,
Class of 2012. Thank you.

Name... Matt O’Dell
Age... 17
Parents... Michael &
Gayann O’Dell
Favorite Memory...
When Madison and I would
skip freshmen P.E. everyday.
Post-graduation plans...
Attending WKU in the fall;
hope to go to law school
after undergrad.
Dream job... Professional
photographer
Favorite subject... Math
Favorite music... All music
Favorite TV show... Law &
Order: SVU
Person you would most
like to meet (living or
dead)... Abraham Lincoln
What does being valedic-
torian mean to you... I
am proud to be valedictorian
because I have worked hard

throughout high school to
accomplish the things that I
have. 
Where would you like to
be at 40... At 40 I would
like to be building my career
and continuing to climb my
way up the ladder. 

Valedictorian:
Matt O’Dell

About Matt

FREDONIA VALLEY BANK
“115 Year Tradition of Friendly Service”
602 Cassidy Ave. • 270-545-3301

Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. • Sat. 8:30 a.m.-Noon
Drive-In Windows Open Until 6:00 p.m. on Friday

LYON COUNTY BRANCH
“Full Service Banking”

226 Commerce St. • 270-388-2265
Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Fri. 8:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m. • Sat. 8:30 a.m.-Noon

Fredonia 
Valley Bank
would like to congratulate 
all area graduates on this 
wonderful accomplishment.

Great Job, We’re Proud of You

JAKE MEADOWS
Caldwell County 

High School Graduate!

For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things that 
may be desired are not to be compared to it. Proverbs 8:11

MARION
BAPTIST CHURCH

131 East Depot Street • Marion, Kentucky

MEGAN HEADY Western Kentucky University
ANN TRAVIS Murray State University

JESSIE WALKER Murray State University
CAITLYN DUNBAR WKCTC

MATTHEW BRASHER Murray State University
RAY BRASHER, JR. Murray State University
BETHANY HEATON Murray State University

KELSEY THOMPSON Western Kentucky University
CASSIDY HODGE Marshall County High School
JESSICA TINSLEY Crittenden County High School

Congratulations 
To Our

Graduates!2012

You’ve worked hard to make it to graduation,
and you should be proud of your
accomplishment. So give yourself a round of
applause – you deserve it! 

270.704.3425
www.jerrittbrownphotography.com

Beaver’s
CAR WASH
AUTOMATIC • SPOT FREE

301 S. Main St., Marion, KY

We Congratulate 
The Class of 2012!

Jerry, Kristi & Kurt Beavers

Salutatorian:

Name... Dominique LaPlante
Age... 18
Parents... Allan & Debra La-
Plante
Favorite Memory... Going
on a family vacation to Sea
World with mom, dad and lit-
tle sister. 
Post-graduation plans...
I’ll be attending UK in the fall. 
Dream Job... Executive at a
music label
Favorite School Subject...
English
Favorite Music... Everything
Favorite TV Show... One
Tree Hill
Person you would most
like to meet (living or
dead)... Janice Joplin
What does  being saluta-
torian mean to you... It

means that I worked hard
and I saw the finish line and
was ready to cross it and did
the best I could all four years.
Where would you like to
be at 40... Happy. 

Dominique LaPlante

About Dominique

To The To The 
Class Of Class Of 

20122012
KENTUCKY 
FARM BUREAU
109 Court St. • Marion, Kentucky
(270) 965-4624 or 965-2919

Pomp and Circumstance



Valedictorian:

G

Thursday, May 24, 2012 3BCCHS Graduation

VAleDicTory SPeech

G
ood evening class of
2012. Thank you all for
coming out, I know you

had a lot of other places to be.
First off, I want to congratulate
each of you on what you have
accomplished by being here
tonight. I know for myself, high
school is not always rainbows
and sunshine. It can be dark
thunderstorms and damaging
tornados at times.

Tonight is a defining moment
for all of us. We end another
chapter in our lives, gain more
independence from our par-
ents, and move on to the scary
unknown. Some would say this
is the end of the best years in
our lives; life becomes more
difficult and a lot less interest-
ing. Others would argue that it
only gets better from here, and
high school doesn't hold a can-
dle to what life has to offer. It
doesn't matter if high school
was the highlight of your life,
or one of the most dreadful
times of your youth. We all ex-
perienced it.

“It takes courage to become
who you really are."  – E.E.
Cummings. The main thing I
hope to leave you with tonight
isn't a bunch of recalled mem-
ories, because my best memo-
ries may not be your favorite
memories. I am not going to
tell you everything will be the
same after tonight or nothing
has to change. Each of us has
plenty of life's ups and downs
to take in and hopefully learn
from. One thing is true about
high school; it has to come to
an end.

However, how you grow as

an adult does not. What you
did the last four years means
absolutely nothing tomorrow
morning. It doesn't matter if
you were a star athlete, class
officer, or even valedictorian.
Who you are right now is not
who you have to be the rest of
your lives. Grades and classes
do not define character. Being
involved in sports or clubs
doesn't make you a good or
bad person. Tomorrow morning
when you wake up exhausted
from project grad, you have
the opportunity to be a com-
pletely different person. You
won't be associated with a cer-
tain clique or group anymore. 

The world will see you for
who you are. And who you are,
is who you decide to be. I will
get off my soap box and just
say this: "Watch your
thoughts, they become your
words. Watch your words, they
become your actions. Watch
your actions, they become
your character. Watch your
character, it becomes your des-
tiny."

If you know me at all, heard
of me, or creeped on my Face-
book wall then you know my
biggest fan is my brother,
Blake. While I am finishing my
primary schooling, he will
begin his in the fall. I know our
mother has impeccable timing.
There are just a few things I
would like to advise him for
and pray that he receives from
his school experience.

Blake, trust in your parents
and build a strong relationship
with them and occasionally
spend a Friday night with
them; because they truly are
your best friends and always

have your best interest at
heart. I pray that you have role
models like Tammy Brantley
and Stefanie Hardin, who instill
confidence and encourage you
to be a leader. May you meet
teachers like Nancy Lacy and
Carol West that seem more like
family than just teachers. God
willing, you will have a Scotty
Hopkins or Greg Hollamon to
inspire your thirst for knowl-
edge. I hope you seek your
own Cheryl Burkes or Kathy
Harris who can make you
laugh on those boring days. I
even pray you meet your own
Amy Hardin who tells you
when your senioritis is acting
up. I hope you find three

amazing friends who despite
any argument want you to suc-
ceed because they know your
potential when you don't. But
most importantly Blake, call
your sister every day and know
I will always look to you to
make me laugh or see what re-
ally matters.

Seven years ago I read a
quote at our fifth grade gradu-
ation and even after all this
time, I still think it has a mean-
ingful message. "Be who you
are and say what you feel, be-
cause those who mind don't
matter, and those who matter
don't mind." Class of
2012....Congratulations! We
did it!

Name... Madison Travis
Age... 18
Parents... Lisa French &
Chris Travis
Favorite Memory...
Countless conversations had
while goofing off with my
best friends.
Post-graduation plans...
I will be attending Western
Kentucky University to pur-
sue civil engineering.
Dream job... To work for
the city or government as an
engineer.
Favorite school subject...
Math
Favorite music... Third
Eye Blind
Favorite TV show... Castle
Person you would most
like to meet (living or
dead)... My great-grandpar-
ents
What does being valedic-

torian mean to you...
Valedictorian was a goal I
set in 6th grade. It makes all
my efforts worthwhile.
Where would you like to
be at 40... At 40 I hope to
be established with a family
of my own. Most importantly
happy though.

Madison Travis
About Madison

Education Is Your
Key to Success

108 S. Main Street 
Marion, Kentucky
270-965-5185

Matt O’Dell Madison Travis Emily Owen Ragon Dossett

You are about to begin a new chapter 
in life. The story is yours to write. 

Best wishes Class of 2012.
Dr. Gary James
Dr. Greg Maddux

Dr. Jonathan Maddux
Alicia Clark, A.R.N.P.

Lee Anna Boone, A.R.N.P.

Marion, KY • (270) 965-5238

We wish you
much success
for tomorrow
and always.

Congratulations 
2012 Graduates

The
Crittenden Press

125 E. Bellville St. • 965.3191 • www.the-press.comr
r
s
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Congratulations

Grads!
We’re full of high hopes for
you, as you embark on new 
and exciting endeavors.

Tabor’s Towing & Repair
433 South Main Street • Marion, Kentucky • 270-965-9223

Marion United Methodist Church
Corner of College & Carlisle Streets • 965-4580

20
11

Wes Evers Ali Fowler Emily Owen Caitlin Tucker

The Marion United Methodist Church Congratulates all the 2012 
Graduates, especially those with family ties to the congregation.

We also congratulate graduating members of Boy Scout Troop #30.

Logan Harris Jacob Urbanowski

820 S. Main St., Marion, KY 42064 • (270) 965-2700
Hours: M-F 7 a.m.-5:30 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

Congratulations 
Class of 2012!

113 Sturgis Rd.
Marion, KY
965-4538

Delivery-965-4538

WAY TO GO
CLASS OF

2012
Congratulations 
To Our Grads

ELLIOTT DAY
JAKE TABOR
JENNA LYNN

Class of 2012
Congratulations on a job well done!

The Law Offices of
FRAZER,

ROGERS & PEEK
200 South Main Street, Marion, KY

(270) 965-2261 
Robert B. Frazer 
Brandi D. Rogers
Roy Massey IV

W.S. Greenwell of Counsel
Richard Peek of Counsel

www.gfplaw.net

Metro

Graduation season is here!
For family and friends of the
graduate that means finding
an appropriate gift. And what
could be better than some-
thing that would help the new
grad navigate the next four
years like a 'pro' and save
time, frustration and money.

Head to the nearest book-
store and for almost the price
of a greeting card – or instead
of a greeting card – pick up
Been there, Should've Done
that – 995 tips for making
the most of college. this
award winning best-seller is a
compilation of advice from col-
lege students across the coun-
try who have been there and
done that – or didn't do it, but
are more than willing to share
their hard-earned tips and
strategies for success.

eighth Grade Grads. For
the 8th graders heading to
high school on your gift list,
pick up a few copies of Count-
down to College: 21 'to Do'
Lists For High School. this
step-by-step guide begins the
very first day of high school,
and shows students – and
parents – what to do and
when to do it.

"too many people think
preparations to apply for col-
lege begin in the junior year,"
says co-author Cheryl rilly,
"and that's a big and a costly
mistake not only financially,
but in terms of stress and
frustration."

Looking for scholarships
and scouting out dream col-
leges in freshman year? Yes.
Knowing what a dream college
requirements are helps you
set up a four year study plan
that, if left until junior year
would be too late. You may
not have time to fit in the
classes you need. And schol-
arships and financial awards
can be mined as early as your
first year in high school.

there will be no missed
deadlines or missed opportu-
nities as the easy to follow
timeline provides tips and
strategies for such things as
mapping out a four-year plan,
taking SAt/ACt and AP's,
choosing the right college,
making summers count, and
of course, financial planning
for parents soon to be bur-
dened with rising cost of col-
lege. 

Graduation
gifts can
keep on
giving
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Rocket 
indicates

honor graduates,
meaning they

graduated with a 
3.5 GPA or better. See

page 1B for all accolades.

Good Luck
Graduates

Best Wishes For
The Future!

825 S. Main, Marion, KY • 270-965-4922

Sawyer LaRue
Darben Plaza 
Marion, KY
965-5201



IVALeDicTory SPeech

I
had trouble when first try-
ing to write my speech.
Until I realized that this isn't

about me. It's about all of us
together, as one whole class. I
realized that all of you don't
get the chance to come up
here and speak, so I asked
some of you, "What would you
say if you were given this op-
portunity?"

Some wanted to reflect on
the past years, Lauren Hughes
says, "You don't realize how
much you accomplish in 12
years until you get to the end
and look back at everything."
Stacia Snow wants to tell you,
"The past 13 years we've all
been together, we've built
friendships. Just remember

that we won't be back together
next August." Bryce Willis says,
"I live for the nights I'll always
remember with the friends I'll
never forget."

Others wanted to give you
advice to take with you in your
futures. Tina Reynolds says,
"Don't take life too serious or
you'll never make it out alive."
Michael Adams wants you all to
be successful, and in the words
of Jessica Tinsley, "The world's
not ending, we're just taking
over."

Emily Bruns quotes 1 Timo-
thy: "Don't let anyone look
down on you because you are
young, but set an example for
the believers in speech, in con-
duct, in love, in faith and in pu-
rity."

Some of you wanted to

share memories that you hope
will never be forgotten. Jamie
Atwell and Sawyer LaRue say,
"Remember that one time we
put pictures of ourselves ALL
over the school? Oh wait...that
was last week." Elliott Day re-
members the mornings that he
kept getting pulled over...IN
THE SCHOOL PARKING LOT.
Colten Piper remembers the
time he gave his phone to Mrs.
Quertermous and then made
Bryce text it while it was on
her desk. Devin Wallace re-
members the time he sat out-
side the ISD room in protest
for ________ and _________.
Corey Berry would talk about
the time she got tackled by a
200 pound boy on the sideline
at a football game. I think we
all learned to pay a bit more

attention after that. Nikki Con-
ger will always remember our
Advanced Biology class sopho-
more year. 

I want to thank my family
for always supporting me and
being my rock. Thank you to
teachers like Greg Hollamon,
Kim Vince and Melissa Querter-
mous who encouraged my
thirst for knowledge. Thank
you to Howard Suggs for being
someone that I could talk to
about anything. Thank you to
Kathy Harris and Stefanie
Hardin for always being there
to put a smile on my face. All
of you have made a lasting im-
pression on my life. And I want
to say thank you to all of my
classmates that are here with
me tonight. Congratulations
class of 2012!
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Valedictorian:
Name... Jenna Katherine
Lynn
Age... 17
Parents... Steve & Tammy
Lynn
Favorite Memory... My
niece Taylor being born.
Post-graduation plans...
Attend Murray State Univer-
sity to major in athletic
training.
Dream job... Athletic
trainer for the Pittsburgh
Steelers
Favorite school subject...
Math
Favorite music... Drake
Favorite TV show... One
Tree Hill
Person you would most
like to meet (living or
dead)... Ben Roethlisberger
What does being valedic-
torian mean to you...
Being Valedictorian is
everything I have wanted

to accomplish since middle
school. It means being
smart, dedicated and hard
working.
Where would you like to
be at 40... At 40, I would
like to be settled down
somewhere working as an
athletic trainer for a big
university and have a fam-
ily.

Jenna Lynn About Jenna

Congratulations
to Jenna Lynn 
Recipient of the 

2012 
Charlotte Fowler 

Memorial
Scholarship

Award

www.crittenden-health.org

Crittenden 
Health Systems

Congratulations Grads!

To all of our area graduates, we extend 
sincere best wishes for a happy and successful future.

DeDe Hinton Kaitlyn Moss Jenna Lynn

213 Sturgis Rd.
Marion, KY
965-4261

CLASS OF 2012

Zoie Black (Zoie) Corey Bruns Brody Bruns
Valedictorian

Emily Bruns

Will Hayes Cody Pinson Matthew Pendrick Keaton Shewcraft

Your future starts today,
and we wish you all the best!

Congratulations, Graduates!

Tom Potter 
State Farm Agent
402 West Gum Street
Marion, Kentucky 42064 
270-965-2284

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR                     STATE FARM IS THERE.®

Honoring  The Class of 2012
Graduates, you’ve made us proud. Congratulations 
on such a fine accomplishment. Your hard work, 
motivation and intelligence will continue to serve 
you well as you pursue the future of your dreams. 
May you achieve all of your life’s ambitions. 

Best wishes, graduates. 

®


223 Sturgis Road, Marion, Kentucky • (270) 965-5425

Marion
Yarbrough 
Insurance

May you help light 
the world with your
accomplishments!

113 W. Gum • P.O. Box 368 • Marion, KY 42064
(270) 965-3133 • Fax (270) 965-2130

Graduates

Independent Insurance Agent

Your diploma is your passport to a
world of opportunity, graduate. 
We’re proud of your accomplishments
here at home, and we wish you much
success as you set out to accomplish
new goals both near and far. 

HUNT’S
SUPERIOR TROPHIES 
& SCREENPRINTING
216 South Main St., Marion, KY

(270) 965-4310

426 S. Main Street • Marion, KY • 965-3104

MYERS 
AUTO PARTS

Great Job 
Graduates!

Courtni Head,
Shannah WIlliams 

and the 
Class of 2012!

Darben Plaza
Marion, KY

Stepping 
into the 
Future!

Congratulations to 
The Class of 2012

TERRY L. FORD
Insurance Agency, Inc.
221 E. Bellville Marion, Kentucky
270-965-2239 or 877-965-2239

info@terrylford.com

CALL FOR YOUR  APPOINTMENT TODAY

MARION EYECARE CENTER, PLLC
713 S. Main St., Marion, KY

270-965-5280
Adria N. Porter, O.D.          Daniel A. Talley, O.D.

Keep your eyes on the future!

Best Wishes to the 

Class of 2012
Congratulations 

Matt Ervin & Logan Harris

CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS OF 2012!

BOBBY STINNETT USED CARS
331 Sturgis Rd., Marion, KY • 270-965-9894

We salute you and your 
accomplishments and wish 
you continued success.

Congratulations 
Lauren Hughes

Located at 109 Morningside Drive, Marion • 965-3115
Hours: Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Helen Wilson, Owner

Metro

today's college graduates
face numerous challenges.
With the global economy still
struggling, the job market
for recent graduates is less
than ideal. Competition for
jobs is also heated, as high
rates of unemployment have
created a job market in
which out-of-work yet expe-
rienced professionals are
routinely competing over
entry-level jobs with recent
graduates, many of whom

have little or no experience
in their chosen fields.

But the difficult job mar-
ket is only part of the trou-
bles recent graduates must
face. Mounting debt is a
major issue for many college
grads. In Canada, for exam-
ple, the average debt for a
university graduate more
than doubled between 1990
and 2000. By 2009, Cana-
dian students' collective
debt from the Canada Stu-
dent Loan Program exceeded

$13 billion for the first time
in history. those facing loan
repayment while struggling
to find a job should consider
the following tips.

•Don't delay requests for
help. Procrastination isn't a
good approach to dealing
with debt, whether that debt
is from student loans, credit
cards or personal loans. re-
cent graduates who cannot
find work or who were laid
off should contact their
lenders right away and in-

quire about lowering or
postponing monthly pay-
ments. It's never good to
miss a payment, which will
negatively impact an individ-
ual's credit rating and is al-
most certain to draw a
financial penalty. If trouble
is on the horizon, consult
the lender as early as possi-
ble. the lender will likely
grant a deferment or for-
bearance, neither of which
will tarnish an individual's
credit.

Manage student loan debt without stress

Send The
Press to

college with
your 

graduate. 
Call

965-3191
to order a 

subscription.
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each year, college kids
across the country face the
difficult decision of choosing
a major. Some schools allow
students to choose a major at
their own pace while others
require students to pick a
major freshman year.

though capricious college
kids are known to change
their majors from time to
time, according to the Prince-
ton review, a resource to help
students, parents and educa-

tors achieve the best results
at every stage of their educa-
tional careers, the following
10 majors are the most popu-
lar among the nation's college
students.

1. Business Administration
and Management/Commerce

2. Psychology
3. Nursing
4. Biology/Biological Sci-

ences
5. education
6. english Language and

Literature

7. economics
8. Communications Stud-

ies/Speech Communication
and rhetoric

9. Political Science and
Government

10. Computer and Informa-
tion Sciences

though these majors are
popular, the Princeton review
notes they are not necessarily
the majors that garner the
most demand in the job mar-
ket, particularly in the cur-
rent economy. When
choosing a major, 

T
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Name... Brody Bruns
age... 17
parents... Larry & Sue
Bruns
Favorite Memory... First
time I lost a tooth.
post-graduation plans...
Attend Western Kentucky
University.
dream job... Anything I
can do happily and earn
enough money to live con-
tently.
Favorite school subject...
History
Favorite music... Alterna-
tive rock
Favorite tV show... Psych
person you would most
like to meet (living or
dead)... Sean Connery
What does being valedic-

torian mean to you...
That I was lucky enough to
keep a 4.0 throughout high

school.
Where would you like to
be at 40... Married with 14
kids and two dogs. 

Valedictorian: Brody Bruns about Brody

Valedictory Speech

T
wo little mice fell into a
bucket of cream. The first
mouse quickly gave up and

drowned. The second mouse, he
wouldn’t quit. He struggled so
hard that eventually he churned
that cream into butter and
crawled out.”

For all of who didn’t take
motion picture history this year,
that quote is from the opening
scene of “Catch Me If You Can.”
I thought that this particular
quote was fitting for tonight
because every one of you sit-
ting there is exactly like that
second mouse. Four years ago
you also fell into a bucket of
cream; but you survived. You
kept struggling, and now you
get to reap the benefits. All of
the homework, tests and end-
less World Civ projects have led

up to this one moment. And
now it’s all over. No more es-
says, no more confusing alge-
bra equations and no more late
nights spent trying to finish
that last reading contract entry.
It’s finally time for us to gradu-
ate, and to me, it was all worth
it. 

It was worth it to be able to
stand here and say that in
2012 we were here and we ac-
complished all of this. We can
say that in 2012, we struggled
against failure and somehow
managed to reach the other
end of the tunnel. We can say
that in 2012, we started our
lives not as adolescent stu-
dents, but as the next genera-
tion of working Americans who
hold our country’s future in our
hands. 

The majority of our high

school career  – the scholastic
part of it at least – has been
dedicated to obtaining a
diploma. When we were enter-
ing high school as freshmen we
were given information describ-
ing the different diplomas and
how to earn them; allowing us
to dream of the day when we
would eventually be handed
the slip of parchment that
could open up so many doors
in our future. You are now so
very close to achieving the goal
that your entire fours of high
school were based around. But
despite all f hte value that we
give it, a diploma is merely a
piece of paper with a few sig-
natures and an official-looking
seal. It doesn’t mean anything.
At least it doesn’t without you.
The only tangible part of that
scrap of paper is the blood,

sweat and everything else that
you have poured into it during
the last four years. What
makes that scrap of paper valu-
able is not the signatures or
the seal; it is the labor with
which you have attained that
scrap of paper. 

A week ago everyone here
was asked was success was.
Here, seated in that chair,
wearing that blue robe and
awaiting your diploma, you all
seem pretty successful to me.
You worked hard to be sitting
where you are now. Every sin-
gle one of you could have eas-
ily given up and taken an
easier road. But no one here
did., because that would have
made you the first mouse, the
one who died because it didn’t
have the will to fight. Every-
body here is a survivor

Congratulations to our 
Class of 2012 graduates!
May you continue to achieve great 
success in all of your future endeavors.

YOU 
DIDIT!

129 North
Main St.

Marion, KY

®

Jordan McConnell Aimee Winders

Austin Russell Dahlia McDaniel

305 North Main St., Marion, Kentucky

270-965-5775

Congratulating our 
Graduate and the
Class of 2012!
You’ve worked hard to
make the grade, and
now that diploma is
the key to a bright and
successful future.

Jameson Smith

We are
so proud
of you. 
Love,
Mom & Macye

Congratulations
Dalton Shoulders

Henry & Henry
M O N U M E N T S
––––––––– Since 1881 –––––––––

207 Sturgis Rd. • Marion, KY • 965-4514

To the graduates of 2012, best wishes for health, 
happiness and success both today and in the future. 

2012
CONGRATULATIONS

Bloom where
you are planted.

202 South Main St.
Marion, Kentucky
270-965-2056 

    
Congratulating Our

Graduating Seniors!

We wish you the best!

WELDING • FABRICATING
TOOLING • MACHINING

531 MOORE ST., MARION, KY
270-965-3005

Class of 2012
We applaud your success 

and extend our congratulations 
for your accomplishments.

Best 
Wishes!

Compliments of

Crittenden County
Board of Education

Phyllis Orr
Bill Asbridge
Pam Collins
Barrett Belt
Chris Cook

Dr. Rachel Yarbrough, Superintendent

Congratulations To The

Class of 2012!

REBECCA J. JOHNSON
ATTORNEY AT LAW

217 W. Bellville St., Marion, KY
270-965-2222

You’ve worked hard to make the grade, 
and now that diploma is your 

key to a bright and successful future.

Congratulations to the 2012 Recipient of the
Rebecca J. Johnson 

Crittenden County Attorney Scholorship

Madison Travis

Your diploma is your key to a 
promising future. If you  believe

in yourself, then you are
guaranteed to succeed!

Your hard work and 
dedication have gotten 

you where you are today. 
Be proud  of yourself, graduates.

We wish you all the best.

Congratulations to all of our local graduates!

MYERS FUNERAL HOME
713 E. Bellville St., Marion, Kentucky

270-965-0110 • Obituary Line 270-965-0155
“Because We Care”

CRITTENDEN 
AUTO PARTS

BUMPER TO BUMPER

103 Sturgis Rd., Marion, KY • (270) 965-3166

Congratulations!

On your graduation day, we would like to congratulate
you and wish you good luck as you embark upon new 
and exciting endeavors. May good fortune and good

health be yours as you continue to acheive great things.

CLASS OF 2012

Top 10 most popular college majors
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Valedictorian:

H
VAlEDicTory SPEEch

I
'd like to start off by saying
how extremely honored I am
to be standing up here today,

although I'll admit that it feels
very strange. You would think
that after 13 years of school, I
would feel ready to graduate,
but standing here in my blue cap
and gown now feels completely
unnatural. I'm 17 years old, but
when I think about leaving high
school and stepping out into the
"real world," I feel just like a lit-
tle kid again. So, I don't exactly
feel like I possess a vast amount
of wisdom to share with you
today. However, there are a few
simple things I have come to
learn in my days here at Critten-
den County.

The first is that good friends
are one of the most valuable as-
sets you can have. Keep them
close and you'll be just fine.
Friends are there to make you
laugh, to support you, and to
keep you level-headed when you
stress about writing your vale-
dictorian speech. In our time
here we've built several great
friendships, so even though
we're going out and meeting
new people, making new
friends, I urge you not to forget
the ones you've left behind.

Next, never underestimate the

importance of being silly. High
school hasn't always been easy.
If you look back at it, there's
been a lot going on: homework,
tests, sports, clubs, after-school
jobs. And now that we're all
grown up, we're going to have
even more responsibilities
thrown at us. It will be easy to
get bogged down. If you don't
take a break every once in a
while, it may all become too
much to handle. So sing. Dance.
Play. Go outside and blow bub-
bles or draw with sidewalk chalk.
Have fun. Laugh.

Third, always look on the
bright side of life. A common
feeling among seniors is, "I can't
wait to get out of here." I've
said it myself. We're all so ready
to graduate, so ready to leave
this school or this town, so
ready for the next part of our
lives. But it saddens me to think
that some people might look
back at high school with only
disdain. I'm  not going to say
that these will have been the
best years of our lives, but try to
look past the bad things and see
the good. Remember the time
spent with friends, the dances,
the football or basketball or soc-
cer or volleyball games, the
sense of accomplishment you
got after acing that test you

studied so hard for.
Finally, I'd like to take a mo-

ment to thank those who have
always been there for me, al-
ways helped me, and always
supported me: my family, my
friends, my band, my church,
my teachers and faculty, and
you, my classmates. Without all
of you, I wouldn't be standing

here, and I can't express my
gratitude enough. 

So when your name is called
and you walk across this stage,
keep that in mind.

Congrats, grads.
Thank you.

Name... Emily Shewcraft
Age... 17
Parents... Edwin & Vanessa
Shewcraft
Favorite Memory... Band
competitions
Post-graduation plans...
Attend Murray State Univer-
sity and major in biology.
Dream Job... Optometrist
Favorite School Sub-
ject... Math
Favorite Music... The Bea-
tles
Favorite TV Show... Doc-
tor Who
Person you would most
like to meet (living or
dead)... John Green (au-
thor)
What does  being vale-
dictorian mean to you...
It means a lot of hard work

and dedication to reach a
goal that I've had since I
was young.
Where would you like to
be at 40... I'd like to be
settled down with a career
that I love.

Emily Shewcraft
About Emily

May your education and experience as a student serve you 
well in your career and your future. We wish you much happiness and

fulfillment. Congratulations on your graduation achievement!

Congratulations

Class of 2012 Adam Deboe

515 South Main
Marion, KY

(270) 965-4533

CONGRATULATIONS

MATT!!!
We are so proud of you,
son, for your success and
accomplisments at this
early stage in your life.
You have the ability to
conquer anything you set
your mind to. The Sky is
the Limit! We are so
thankful and blessed to
have you for a son. You
are such an excellent ex-
ample for your younger
sister, who loves you so
much. Again, we are so
proud of you! Best of luck
at WKU!

We love you,
Mom, Dad and Madison

GILBERT FUNERAL HOME
117 W. Bellville, Marion, Kentucky

(270) 965-3171 • Obituary Line (270) 965-9835
gilbertfuneralhome.yahoo.com
Visit us online at gilbertfunerals.com 

With a good 
education no 
dream is too 
big, nor goal 
too high, so 

put on your wings 
and reach for the sky.

Congratulations Seniors;
you’ve succeeded with 
flying colors! 
May your education take you 
to new heights of success 
as you soar toward your 
goals, we’re proud of your
accoplishments.

Nikki Conger Now Offering Automated Prescription Refill System! Call For Details!

Glenn’s Apothecary
Located in Family Practice Clinic Building • Marion, KY • 965-4101

Glenn’s Prescription Center
119 E. Main St., Salem, KY • 988-3226

NU-U
Beauty Salon

Princeton Rd., Marion, KY
(270) 965-2912

We are proud of the

Class of 2012!

Way to go, Class of 2011,
for a job well done!

Metro

Setting goals is often the
first step to achieving your
hopes and dreams for yourself
and your family. Making a
plan, however, is crucial to
making those dreams a real-
ity. this is especially true
when it comes to a college ed-
ucation for your children.
Starting a college savings plan
when your children are young
sets you on a path for success
and can help you reduce the
need for expensive student
loans down the road. estab-
lishing a college savings plan
early and contributing to it
often is the key to reducing, or
even eliminating, student loan
debt. According to the Project
on Student Loan Debt, the av-
erage student-loan debt in-
creased 24 percent to $23,200
in 2008, up from $18,650 in
2004.

According to FinAid.org,
parents who put aside just
$50 per month from the time
their child is born can grow a
nest egg of more than $20,000
by the time that child turns
18, assuming a 7 percent re-
turn on investment. Increas-
ing those contributions to
$100 per month can yield
more than $43,000.

While there are a number of
college savings vehicles to
choose from, savers should
keep in mind that a 529 plan
is a tax-free and, in some
cases, state tax-deductible op-
tion. operated by a state or
educational institution, a 529
plan is an education savings
plan designed to provide fam-
ilies with an easy way to save.
Most offer online enrollment
with minimal initial invest-
ment, as low as $25. Addi-
tionally, contributions can be
made by more than just a
child's parents. Anyone can
contribute to an account or
open one on behalf of a child.

Many states offer a 529 plan
and each state's plan is differ-
ent. Morningstar, a leading
provider of investment re-
search, provides analysis on
the majority of the nation's
529 plans and rates them
based on a variety of key fac-
tors. Additional sources for in-
formation on 529 plans are
SavingForCollege.com as well
as CollegeSavings.org.

An example of a top-rated
Morningstar 529 plan is Col-
legeAdvantage, ohio's college
savings plan. Account owners
can contribute to a CollegeAd-
vantage account for as little as
$25 and accounts are avail-
able to any U.S. resident and
funds can be used at any col-
lege in the country.

For more information about
CollegeAdvantage, or to start
saving with ohio's 529 plan
today, visit www.collegead-
vantage.com. 

Planning
early can
make college
affordable
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